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Challenges Facing Certified Public Accountants (CPAS) in
Detecting Fraudulent Accounting Practices in Yemeni Companies: A
Field Study on Yemeni CPAs

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the nature of fraudulent accounting, the
motives driving corporate management to engage in such practices, and
the various methods used for their execution. Furthermore, it sought to
determine the key challenges facing Yemeni Certified Public Accountants
(CPASs) in detecting fraudulent accounting. To achieve these objectives,
the research included a theoretical framework covering literature related to

fraudulent accounting and an empirical study based on a questionnaire.

The questionnaire was distributed to the entire study population,
consisting of (226) external auditors, via Google Forms; (100) valid
responses were retrieved. The data were analyzed using the Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS), employing several statistical
methods, including Cronbach's Alpha, Normality Testing, Descriptive
Analysis, Analysis of Variance (ANOVA), Simple Regression Analysis,
One-Sample T-test, and Correlation Analysis. Notably, the Cronbach's
Alpha coefficient for the questionnaire items was (95.1%), indicating high
internal consistency and reliability. Yemeni CPAs face significant

challenges that limit their effectiveness in detecting fraudulent accounting,
primarily: the limited time allocated by the client to the CPA, and the

reliance on sampling techniques in the auditing process.
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Based on these results, the study recommended the following:

The Yemeni Association of Certified Public Accountants (YACPA),
accounting firms, and regulatory bodies must establish the necessary
mechanisms to overcome the challenges facing CPAs in fraud detection.
There is a pressing need to narrow the scope of flexibility available in
accounting principles and standards, restricting their application to
specific, well-defined cases. The study also suggested future research on
related topics, such as “The Practice of Professional Skepticism among
Yemeni CPAs and Its Role in Detecting Fraudulent Accounting.”

Keywords: Challenges; Certified Public Accountants (CPAs); Fraudulent
Accounting Practices; Yemeni Companies.
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