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Yemeni Proverbs Concerning Jinn and Devils and Their
Doctrinal Dimensions

Abstract:

This study aims to present the most prominent Yemeni
proverbs related to jinn and devils and to explore their doctrinal
(‘aqidah-related) dimensions. The research includes proverbs
with positive connotations as well as those subject to criticism,
whether explicit or implicit.

The study reflects the Yemeni personality, its natural
inclination toward belief, and its perceptions regarding matters
related to jinn, which are rooted in faith in the unseen as
prescribed by Islamic Sharia. Furthermore, this research serves
as a safeguard for Islamic creed, a means of purifying Yemeni
heritage, and a warning against the use and circulation of
incorrect sayings and proverbs about jinn and devils, while
providing guidance on what is sound and correct according to
Islamic teachings.

The study identified fourteen main proverbs, in addition to
other examples mentioned throughout the research.

The research concluded with several key findings, the most
important of which are:

Yemeni proverbs comprehensively address multiple aspects
of Islamic creed, including belief in the unseen and in angels.
From these beliefs emerges faith in jinn and devils, due to their
shared characteristic of being hidden from human sight — which
highlights the profound cultural awareness of the Yemeni
people and its frequent foundation in Islamic teachings. The
social environment and life circumstances play a significant role
in the emergence of proverbs that may contain doctrinal or
behavioral violations.

Keywords: Creed, Yemeni Proverbs, Jinn and Devils
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