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The Masterpiece of the Brothers on the Merits of the Word of Faith
by the Renowned Scholar Judge Yusuf bin Al-Hussein bin Ahmed
Zabara (d. 1179 AH): A Study and Verification

Abstract

This research consists of an introduction, three chapters, and a
conclusion. The introduction provides a brief biography of the scholar
Yusuf bin Al-Hussein ibn Ahmed Zabara. The first chapter examines the
manuscript, addressing two aspects: firstly, an introduction to the author
(his name, lineage, birth, and scholarly life); and secondly, his teachers,
students, influences, works, and death. The second chapter studies the
authenticated manuscript, discussing its title, attribution to the author,
methodology, and the sources the author relied on for compilation, along
with a description of the manuscript and documentary images of the copy.
The third chapter focuses on verifying the manuscript's text. Through
studying and verifying the manuscript “The Masterpiece of the Brothers on
the Merits of the Word of Faith” by the distinguished judge and scholar
Yusuf bin Al-Hussein bin Ahmed Zabara, the aim is to highlight the
contributions and efforts of Yemeni scholars in the service of Prophetic
traditions. Yusuf ibn Al-Hussein transmitted hadiths orally without
resorting to established compilation books, often not verifying the
authenticity of his narrations but referring to the books he transmitted
from. The sources relied upon by the author include jurisprudence, legal
rulings, exegesis, biographies, asceticism, and other subjects, but he did
not confine himself to books of hadith. He was mostly accurate in
attributing the hadiths to the books from which he transmitted them, which
indicates his scholarly honesty in transmission. The number of these
hadiths is forty, which I have compiled and judged upon if they are not in
the Two Sahihs (Bukhari and Muslim).

Keywords: Masterpiece, Brothers, Merits, Word of Faith
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