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The Sayings of Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Ibn Abi Asim in Jarh and Tadil 
(Science of Discrediting or Confirming the Reliability of Narrators): 

Collection and Comparative Study 
 
Abstract 
 

This research aims to study the sayings of Al-Hafiz Ibn Abi Asim in 
Jarh and Tadil (Science of discrediting or confirming the reliability of 
narrators) through a comparative study. This will be done by examining 
the narrators whom he criticized and praised, tracing his sayings about 
them in his books and comparing them with those found in other major 
Hadith collections. The research will also analyze the vocabulary used by 
Ibn Abi Asim in criticizing the narrators and try to understand his 
intentions. Furthermore, the research will discuss his opinions on the 
narrators and compare his sayings with those of other scholars in this field, 
especially those of his time and those who came after him and whose 
sayings are considered authoritative in Jarh and Tadil. Finally, the research 
will show his position in Jarh and Tadil. The research concluded that Ibn 
Abi Asim was one of the early compilers of Jarh and Tadil and was 
generally moderate in his criticism and praise. His sayings in Jarh and 
Tadil were limited to a few specific words. He agreed with the scholars of 
Jarh and Tadil on the narrators except that he differed in the assessment of 
four of them, as mentioned in this research 
 
   Keywords: Sayings, Jarh and Tadil,  Collection and Study, Comparative. 
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